National Association of Chicana and Chicano Studies

Resolution passed at 2006 Annual Conference, Guadalajara, Mexico

Resolution in Defense of Ethnic Studies and Support of Prof. Ward Churchill

On behalf of COMPAS Caucus

Whereas, Chicana/o Studies, Ethnic Studies, Women’s Studies, Native American Studies, Queer Studies, Asian American Studies and other related departments and programs have emerged out of hard-fought community struggle and have always had contested existences in their role as a spaces of contestation to power in its many manifestation;

Whereas, Professor of Ethnic Studies and Native American Studies Ward Churchill, currently at the University of Colorado, Boulder, has made a significant contribution to scholarly work in the various areas of Native American Studies, particularly genocide, violence and government infiltration, including over 20 published volumes;

Whereas Professor Ward Churchill has been politically and personally targeted over remarks made in his insightful analysis of the collapse of the World Trade Center written the day of the collapse and later expanded to full-length book, On the Justice of Roosting Chickens, at the expense of attention to the analysis itself;

Whereas, the attacks on Prof. Churchill have been extended to include a increased public attacks and possible investigations into Ethnic Studies, Women’s Studies, Queer Studies, Labor Studies, etc. in Colorado and other states, resulting in interrogation of course lists, syllabi and instructors; 

Whereas, the attacks on Churchill have been extended to include various academics across disciplines whose work has been seeing as “immoral” attempts to justify the attacks, fully dismissing the heart of their analyses, most notably Joseph Massad at Columbia University a Hatem Bazian, an affiliate of Ethnic Studies at the University of California, Berkeley;

Whereas, the attacks on Prof. Churchill have been similarly been extended to include an all-out assault on academic freedom and the protections of academic tenure with public assertions of tenure as “a social construct” with “no constitutional protection” signaling a potential national battle in the Supreme Court over the value of tenure;

Whereas, numerous right-wing politicians and strategists, such as Newt Gringrich and David Horowitz, have made clear their intent of going after all Ethnic Studies programs, not only those limited to Colorado;

Whereas, we are in times where anti-terrorist terrorism is used to confront anti-terrorist terrorism and vice-versa and as such the few spaces of dissent and critique, such as those created by Ethnic Studies, Women’s Studies, Queer Studies, and Chicana/o Studies are of vital importance;

Whereas, through a series of legally-questioned political and administrative maneuvers committees of mostly non-Native and non-Native American Studies academics were set up to “investigate” Churchill’s “academic integrity”; and

Whereas, the President of University of Colorado, Boulder has since decided to proceed on firing Churchill on questionable and flimsy report, despite three of five only recommending suspension;

Let it be resolved, that the National Association of Chicana and Chicano Studies hereby denounces the attacks on Professor Ward Churchill, on Ethnic Studies and similar disciplines and on the values of academic freedom and academic tenure.

Let it be further resolved, that NACCS wholeheartedly recommits itself to maintaining the spaces of critical interrogation and intervention to all forms of domination. 

Lastly, let it be further resolved that the NACCS Chair (or a delegated member of the Association as deemed necessary) write a letter to the President of the University of Colorado, Boulder and to the University of Colorado Regents stating the position NACCS as included herein.
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